


The desire to understand our place in nature is an ages ‘
old preoccupation of the human animal, arlsmg long o
before our earllest civilizations. Indeed the emphas:s

. appear little has changed ;and modem debates m#e_f out
dual citizenship, as nature’ s consumers ‘and custod'
are unlikely to go away any time soon.
Hunting, of course; has emerged as one of the most
contentious issues of all. Why in the modern’ world, it is g
asked, should the wilful pursuit and takmg of wlld crea- from hunting, rather
tures be allowed? Obviously, for many people; experiences. tions that 'léad th'ein
with wildlife can include the stalking ‘and voyeuristic 8
capture of the animal, vlsually or with camera, but not :
extend to predatory engagement. Many mdwlduals thus
condemn.huntmg as‘an anachronism and unnecessary "
cruelty. By focusing on the animal’s death they come tq e
condemn the hunting process that leads to it. While it may
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‘deal w1th these i lSSI.IES, at no. e

hunters through llcense sales and tax levies, do fund an
mcredlble array of conservation programs, supporting
game and non- -game species management and research,
and purchasing extensive amounts of habitat for biodiver-
sity in general. However, considerable public funding from
general revenues are also applied to wildlife conservation
in'North America, often far more than hunters are aware*

“of ox. will acknowledge. Yet, there can be no doubt, that,
: per caplta, hunters pay ‘the greatest frelght, and this fact

: »7':,‘ we emphasme too little. . ~:"° 2

a0 So where does this.leave us? It leaves us exactly

~where we are — in desperate need'of a-more fundamental
debate and dialogue on the ‘issues’ of why we hunt and
‘its'relevance in modern times. It may be fashionable or

convenient to reduce arguments in:favour of hunting to
simplistic categories or half-truths, butin the end these
arguments will fail us where it matters most — in the fight
for the hearts of the public majority who still support us,
for: the support of those who:may be opposed but are truly
open minded, and for our own life-long commitments to
our greatest engagement with nature. What organization
will rise to lead this charge; I wonder? ;
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