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would like to think and lower than we would like to know. In
my view, paying a tax established in 1937 on a rifle or ammuni-
tion today does not make anyone a conservationist, regardless
of whether they hunt or not.

So what does make somebody a conservationist and how
would you know one if you met one? Now, there’s a question
worth pondering! Be forewarned! Pursuing it may prove an
uncomfortable exercise and opens up a landscape of difficult
personal challenges. Still, if we want to be known as conserva-
tionists, shouldn’t we be able to articulate what we mean by the
term? What if, as hunters, we are ever asked? What will we say?
What would you, as an individual léunt_e’r or outdoorsman say?

Will we respond that 'the term refers to someone who pays
an excise tax or books a safarii\in g_rica? Would we include
taxpaying individuals who shoot giired,ci':r_cus animals in a tiny
enclosure or who use living, sentient creatures (think gophers)
for target practise? Would we include young persons who
before their late teens have shot dozens of species about which
they know absolutely noatfhing? Id we include hunters who
] vards and who make their decisions on which animals
solely upon the checklist of which animals qualify
he award? Is this what conservationist does?
ed; let us géi?@-ﬁﬂ;er afield with this line of questioning
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and jump the hunting chasm altogether. What about the person
who hikes, bird watches, helps clean up polluted streams, works
on behalf of wilderness, fights for humane treatment of animals,
but is not a hunter? Is this person a conservationist? Is the
elderly gentleman who has never hunted but who subscribes to
many outdoor publications and who contributes modest sums
of money to his local environment improvement committee
and has helped launch recycling in his neighbourhood a con-
servationist? s the conscientious anti-hunter who works to
purchase and preserve habitat or protest the polluting of a great
trout stream a conservationist? :

Well, the answers to such questions may be troubling but
the importance of deciding is critical@'all of us, and I would
argue, is especially critical to those of us who hunt. Despite
the fact that I may not agree with some of the personal posi-
tions or actions of the fictitious individuals above, I cannot
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generally, or on particular “hunting” practices specifically, any
or all of the individuals we are discussing might care deeply
about wildlife and may well give some portion of their time and
money to causes that help protect wildlife and wildlife habitat
into the future.

; ) view the act of purposefully engaging in programs or
institutions that help ensure the future prospects for wildlife is
~one clear criterion by which to determine a person's conserva-
~tion identity. It is not the only one; nor is it a foolproof one. It
‘becomes far more credible where such engagement is aligned
- with a personal philosophy that holds wildlife and the natural
q., as significant social values and personal valua-

must lead society in the fight to keep the wild others with us.
I cannot escape the responsibility I owe to wildlife, not only
for the inspiration and beauty they have so often and so freely
given to me, but because on occasion I have taken their full and
sentient existence onto my own. Beyond all others who engage
nature, hunters do it most deliberately and with the greatest
consequence. If in seeing them fall we do not sense the grav-
ity of our decision nor accept the debt we have honourably
incurred, then we must never argue any special role for our
tradition or ourselves.
What must set the hunter apart is a lifelon

to wild creatures and for the places they roar
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