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. Club and Dallas Ecologrcal Foundation |

| vocacy programs. Dallas Ecological Foun- f

o

ile huntmg in general rs a
' controversial issue, there can

be little doubt that much of
the harshest criticism 'is directed toward
trophy huntr_ng Even among hunters who
readily pursue animals and harvest them,

|  trophy hunting is sometimes criticized. To
- the general public, it is often portrayed as

 a distortion of the original activity; and -

 one that has entered a self-indulgent and -

 frivolous domain. But ate such character-

 izations and criticisms ]usnfied’ Can we -

‘This hunter Weht Flomé from Irer Bnt;sh

Columbm elk huntwith coolers full of elkroasts,

memories of bugling bulls. and unmatched
‘mountain scenery, and a set of antlers that

hangs on her office wall and reminds her daily
of the incredible experierice she had So was
thisa “trophy‘ hunt’ '

‘ Organrzatrons such as Dallas Safari |

| are a‘ctlv‘elyengaged in restoring and pro- |
| tecting wild places and wildlife through _
| various conservation, education, and ad-

 dation has developed and administers the
- Outdoor Adventures education program, :
 reaching more than 12,500 students an- [
nually Outdoor Adventures makes out- l
door skllls an 1ntegra] part of physrcal ed- |
ucatmn currrcula Learn more about both i
orgamzatrons at www brggame org and [
WWW. dallasecologmalfoundatmn org l
_l

- really define trophy hunting in such dis-
- tinct terms that it truly stands apare from .

other forms of hunnng, or are all of us, to -
one extent or another, pursurng the same
 thing When we hunt (or ﬁsh)’ Indeed, has

our use of the term “trophy” simply served

' to confuse both hunters and nonhunters
ahke about this issue? I

I'was born into a hunting and ﬁsh— :
ing culrure—one that relied upon wild
ammals for food in, g very fundamental :
Newfoundland all hunted for meat, cer |
talnly, ‘because that meat was| ‘nutritiols, £
- wild, and abUndant 1In this sense, I have :

always consrdered rnyself a meat hunter, , ; }

huntrng is more than lethal shoppmg It is

the pursurt of somethrng that can only be ' |

- anifrial This was as true for those New-
foundland hunters i in their rough clothmg |
and lrfestyle as for any wealthy adventurer,
' Even for, indigenous peoples,’ hunting has |
always meant more than the procurement |
of food, regardless of how cr1t1ca.l thrs was |
- oppose it seem most. preoccupled wrth the i
* nature of the trophy hunter, rather than I
‘ the impact of trophy huntrng on nature In

o therr survival, |
Regardless of whether foocl is the prr—
‘mary or secondary motivation, huntmg
will always be about more than meat.

| This is an important point and calls |

mto questron the clear drstmctlon some i

‘S]PIO‘jR Tls AR 1 E L D lclo M

(another term I have problems wlth)

Hunting is very complex, and, like many

fundamental human engagements, it is
greater than the sum of its parts. Despite
this reality, the term “trophy hunting has

of the animal collected as a memento or

simply the record of its having been killed.. o

From this misguided perspective, the ani-
mal dies to satisfy a bloated ego concerned
only with the'taking and not the pursuit;

and one that can pay its way to success by’

travelling far, buying access to the rare, = =

and hiring the talent required to find and
bring the animal within range. Cast in

this distasteful i image, the trophy hunter is

really a collector, more than a: hunter, the

pursuit of the animal is unimportant and

; drscarded But hoW trie 15 thrs’ Does thel ;

not all be the same, nor therr standards of i !
living, nor their approach to thelr actrvrty IR
What I ﬁnd parueularly true of trophyf g

by hunters arrd nonhunters alike resembles Ik
the more wrdely enoompassmg 0pp081t10n \

the meat of the animal taken is routmely: aE

Cerrarnly, at umes,anyofthe elements i
' above rnay apply to trophy huntlng Lets 1 1 8

Individual hunters are! jLLSt that 1nd1v1du- g
als. This means that theif motivations will |1




s

1o huntrng by the antl—huntmg communi
 ty. Itis centered upon t the hunters motwa—
. tions and rationale for huntrng, not on the
' animals themselves. This, it scems t0 me,
h should make all hunters—even those who Pl
' criticize trophy hunting-—nervous. | |
. The basic problem may lie in the
* word “trophy” itself. Cleatly, 1 most evalu-
' ations of public attitudes toward hunting
- will immediately draw a distinction be-
~ tween hunting for meat and recreation,’
 and hunting for the so-called trophy. Yet,,
- what do we mean or understand: by that
* word? Placed ina negative context by its:
critics, “trophy” refers to the biggest and
the best, the rare, the exquisite, acq_urred:
| for the purpose of returning with somei
~ ‘part of the animal to hang on a wall and

boa,st In this sense, trophy rmplres elrt—
ism and somethmg similar to an award
in sports, signifying victory in a com-
‘petitive exercise. The thmg is, hunters are
not playmg a sport and they only com-
pete with themselves. Furthermore, very
few are solely concerned with what they

bring back, meat or otherwise, and therr :
| How many trmes have I w1tnessed the

' effect that relatmg their past. hunts had |
~on the men who would stop their work

1 of mendmg rnets and boats and descnbe !
I ‘ ‘ : J huntmg also need'to' be challenged and as|
1 the evrdence wrll sh0w, they can be

so-called ttophles are really tokens of re-
membrance the mount or horns or tusks

Because _
Experience
Counts..,
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through which he can communicate his

They are the subjects o
the visible manifestation of a great ani- |
' mal—respected and remembered.
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experlence o others. In this regard, they
‘are no more “trophies’ than a weddlng
picture or the bronzed boots of a child. |

However, it is because of th1s desrre

for remembrance that so many hunters

collect some tangible evidence of their

days aﬁeld and partrculatly of hunts that

mementos can take many forms, and are |
often inconspicuous and always hrghly ‘
 personal—just  like ‘everything about

hunting. Above many a fisherman’s shed

gemsbok in a wealthy man’s collection.

conversatron ‘and

'How many times have I looked up—

3 ward or' touched the antlers of a long—

g
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the day, the locatron, and the animal
they had pursued, killed, and brought |

‘ home? These were not glory seekers or -
i competrtors 1n any’ sense—juSt hunters |

who sometimes looked up at those. antlers
and remernbered and who were glad that

‘ someone else Was mterested in the animal

‘ that had died. So, are they “trophy” hunt- -

ers? If we insist on keeping this word in -
our vocabulary, then the answer s yes, at
least in part because they' took 2 trophy, |
a memento, home. Just like hunters who |
keep some turkey feathers, or the rack

in Newfoundland, youcan sce theweath- = of a spike bull, or the tooth or pelt ofan
ered antlers of moose displayed, nailed |
ﬁrmly to ' rough-hewn  boards. These
wind- and salcwhitened specimens are

o less “trophies” than the fully mounted

animal they have killed, or for that mat-
tet, those who take photogtaphs of their
hunts—so many of us are. collectors of
trophies from ourhunts. = | ‘ I
Thus, it is 1mpossrble to d1fferent1ate ]

* hunters on the basis of whether they are.

motivated to return home with a physical

b remembrance of their days a.ﬁeld In this

sense, the issue may be far'more about de-
ciding who is not a “trophy” hunter than

deciding who is. Furthermore, many so- .

called trophies are from animals that are

' neither rare, exquisite representatives of

their kind, or expensive to konb: 4 b ¢
i As my future arttcles 'will address,
miany other. mlsconceptrons -about ttophy
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| Born and raised in:Newfoundland, [
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